Beginning Sunday, June 21st, with a
blended service beginning at 9:30 a.m.
See guidelines on pages 4 and 5.
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The Message
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“Just as each of us has one
body with many members,
and these members do not
all have the same function,
so in Christ we who are
many form one body, and
each member belongs to all
the others.

It is unfortunate that we are unable to go on our
planned mission trip this summer. Our friends at Reelfoot
Rural Ministries in Tennessee were saddened also that they
could not open their facilities for mission this summer due
to the pandemic.
In spite of our current situation, we can be thinking about
how we may be in mission when this pandemic subsides. We want to be sure
that the environment is safe & healthy for us to mission. So whenever that
time comes, let’s be ready to “go” do mission even if the need is close by or
right here at “home.”
Benny and Pastor Roger welcome your suggestions and comments: clemson68tgr@gmail.com

Joe and Becky Bacon thank the church family for
the prayers, food, cards, kind words and memorials for the loss of Becky’s mother, Eloise
Hancock.
UNITED METHODIST MEN

Our next Breakfast Fellowship meeting is scheduled for Saturday, August 1, 2020, provided it is
“safe & healthy” to do so. As is our custom,
UMM does not meet in June or July.
One thing we might start thinking about is our
annual October Garage Sale: Do we even have
the Garage Sale? Will the climate be stabilized by then where it would be safe/healthy for
all involved?
Can we muster up enough folks to help us put on
another successful Garage Sale? Just something to think about. We don’t have to make a
decision now.
Let’s all be in prayer for worshipping and fellowshipping together real soon!!
*********

Prayer Concerns
Since we have been
away from a written
prayer concern list
for nearly three
months we will need
to re-establish our
list of concerns.
If you wish you can
email it to the church,
pryorfumc@sbcglobal.net

or call the Church Office at 918-825-0346 .
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Choosing How to Begin

When I first realized that we were going to have to close our church doors
back in the middle of March, my first thought was: How will we still worship God?
And I said that with good reason.
In a few words, God’s first covenant with God’s people was: I will be your

God and you will be my people. It was a simple covenant, but a profound relationship! After all, aren’t we forever trying to get back to that garden which we lost long ago? Some theologians would say that’s why Jesus resurrection took place in a garden and also why, when it comes
to heaven, the bible places us back in a garden once again. It represents being re-united with God

and having life the way as God intended it to be. Later, God encouraged that relationship with God’s
people when he commanded: “Remember the Sabbath day and treat it as holy.”
It is for the same reason, when I found out that we could start meeting again, but with only a
few activities, that I chose worship first. For worship does several things. Even in a day when church

experts encourage us to invest ourselves in programs that meet important needs like learning and
belonging, I still believe that we have a deeper need of union with God. We gather for worship and
respond to God with offerings and making decisions about our relationships to God, but primarily, it
is in worship that we encounter the Word of God. That’s why Jesus said of Mary, who sat at Jesus’ feet

and listened, to her sister Martha, “Mary has chosen the better part.”
It is the Word of God that tells us something about who God is and who we are. And it is in our
identity and purpose that we find meaning. It is in worship that we find faith, hope, and love and then,
are sent out to offer these things to the world.

After Jesus’ ascension, the book of Acts tells us that the disciples waited for the power of the
Holy Spirit to come by gathering in a room together for prayer. As God breathes new life into us, I
pray we will gather around God’s Word and prayer, that we will be prepared to be re-united with
God once again and have life as God intended it to be.
In Christ’s footsteps we walk,
Pastor Roger
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Relaunch Plan/Pryor First United Methodist Church, June 2020
It has been decided by the Executive Committee of the Pryor First UMC that we will relaunch the gathered worship and ministry of our church. This decision has come after having
cancelled all ministries of the church in the middle of March 2020 in order to help prevent the
spread of Covid 19.
Our plan is to begin slowly, by having fewer activities and using safe practices, while remembering that we may have to cancel these things should a relapse of the virus occur. All
guidelines, ministries, and events are subject to the change weekly, daily and hourly.
The Church will start by having Youth meetings in an outdoor setting and using safe practices, beginning Wednesday, June 3rd. Worship and Sunday School for adults and youth, grades
7-12, will begin June 21st. Because it is difficult to keep children 6 feet apart from one another
when they gather, the conference guidelines have advised us not to have children’s Sunday
School or a Nursery at the beginning of our re-launch; however, we encourage children to be in
Worship and sit with their families. The church office will be open June 15tth, but only in the
mornings from 8:30 a.m. until 12:00 p.m., and only for limited in-person visits. If you plan to visit
the office, it helps to let us know in advance that you are coming. The Wednesday Youth Meeting, Sunday Worship, and Sunday School will be the only organized activities for June and
July. No other activities are allowed inside the church during June and July. Activities in
August and later in the year must be approved by the Senior Pastor and then scheduled on
the church calendar.
The Sunday morning schedule for June and July will be: 9:30 a.m. Blended Worship
10:45 a.m. Sunday School
Sunday School: The Seekers Sunday School Class, the Challenger/New Beginning
Class,0 and the New Journey’s SS Class will meet together in the Fellowship Hall. All of the tables will to be put up (by either the custodian and/or volunteers on the Saturday before the first
service) and safe practices will to be observed. The Pastor will visit with SS teachers about who
will lead the lesson each Sunday.
At 11:30 a.m. participants will end the class and wipe down tables and chairs with cleaning solution and rags or disinfectant wipes. The Youth SS class will meet in the classroom in the
Narthex of the sanctuary and it will also be wiped down at 11:30 a.m. by the teacher and students.

Wipes and gloves will be supplied by the church.
Worship Cleaning and Hospitality
After the 9:30 worship service, a different group will help wipe down the sanctuary. Other
participants in the service will be encouraged to help, if possible. The groups in charge of sanctuary clean-up will be:
June 21: United Methodist Women
June 28: United Methodist Men
July 05: United Methodist Youth
July 12: Church Staff
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There will also be greeters at the doors, who will wear masks and open the doors to the building for you. The schedule for greeters will be:
July 21: United Methodist Men
July 28: United Methodist Women
July 05: Church Staff
July 12: United Methodist Youth
We ask all sound and visual technicians to wipe down the sound booth before they leave after
the service. Wipes and gloves will be supplied by the church to do the cleaning.
Written Materials for Worship:
There will be no bulletins, except for the leaders of worship, sound and visual technicians and
head usher. There will be no attendance pads, hymnals and Bibles. The order of worship will be
displayed on the screens along with all scriptures, hymns and liturgy. There will be several “offering
boxes” in which to place one’s offering. Also, there will be no choir until September. The Pastor
will decide the order and content of the worship service and special music will be worked out by the
Pastor and Choir Director. There will be assigned seats properly spaced and which have been previously marked by the staff.

Food and Beverages:
There will also be no food or beverages provided by the church for the months of June and July. We also ask persons not to bring food or beverages into the church to have with Worship, Sunday
School Classes or for fellowship times before and after the worship services.

Wearing Masks and Touching:
All persons attending Sunday School and Worship services must wear masks. We ask that you
supply these yourself.
Please do not remove the mask to speak or to sing. We also ask that you keep it on coming
and going from the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. We ask to please refrain from touching things
that are not necessary. We also ask that all persons observe “social distancing”, that is, sitting,
standing and walking 6 feet apart from one another.
The Executive Committee has agreed upon these guidelines along with our Oklahoma Conference guidelines in order to make this a positive experience and be something on which we can
build the complete re-launch of our ministry.
Please help us by cooperating with the guidelines and volunteering to help with cleaning and
other items that are needed. It takes all of us, working together, to be the Body of Christ.
Executive Committee members: Dr. Jim Gore, Dr. Larry Burdick, Gary Clower, Donna Talley,
Debbie Bailey, Dr. David Hoffman, Benny Williams, Michael Smith, Sharon Pilant, Jim Wade and Pastor Roger Parker.

Master of your own Fears
Batman Begins was a superhero movie released in 2005. It is the story of how Bruce Wayne be-

comes Batman. In the beginning you see a young Bruce Wayne fall into an empty well and then is
swarmed by bats. This leads him to have a fear of bats. Spoiler Alert!! Around this same time he witnesses his parents murdered. Years later the guy who killed his parents is released for a trial against a
mob boss named Falcone. An older Bruce is determined to kill the guy who killed his parents but be-

fore he can Falcone has the man killed. When Bruce confronts the mob boss, Falcone boasts that his
real power comes from being feared. He says “This is a world you will never understand. And you always fear what you don’t understand.”
Fast forward to Bruce Wayne leaving on a journey to learn how the criminal minds work,

learns how to master his own fears and learns fighting skills. All this leads to him coming back to Gotham, his home and creating the Batman to fight crime. One of the main villains when he comes back,
Batman always has a villain, is Dr. Crane/ the Scarecrow. A Character that uses a fear-inducing hallucinogenic drug that causes mass hysteria and drives people to violence. Like most superhero movies,

Batman stops the bad guys from turning the drug into a gas spreading across the whole city.
The reason I tell this story is because of the fear that we have when we hear of a mass shooting,
the fear of a terrorist attack, or the fear of an unknown virus. It’s the fear of the things we don’t understand. Falcone told Bruce Wayne this is how he rules the city, by putting fear in people. I am not saying that we should dismiss this virus but to work to understand it better and know God is there for
each and every one of us when we don’t understand.
Hebrews 2:14-15 “Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, he also shared the
same things in the same way. He did this to destroy the one who holds the power over death (the devil)
by dying. He set free those who were held in slavery their entire lives by the fear of death.”
Jesus died on the cross to save us of our sins, but not only did he die for our sins but to free us of the
fear of death. Dr. Crane used a scarecrow mask to put fear into people, in all truth the mask is nothing
more than that, it’s a mask. It is only good to scare crows away. There are many scarecrows in the
world and we need to learn the difference in real life threats and fake ones. We can face them both with
courage and faith in God.
It is ok to have fear and anxiety everyone has them from time to time, but it’s how we handle
them that matters. By loving God and trusting in him we can manager those fears and anxiety. God
loves you and will never leave your side when you feel fear.
Michael S Smith
Youth Director
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WELL family,

Thank you for your service in the WELL program this year. Without you, we would not have reached children. We had as many as
70 enrolled at one time and ended up with approximately 50. Each
week they saw God’s attributes through your service in the kitchen,
the classroom, the activities, the van drivers, and just your support
and prayers. We had approximately 40 adults working somewhere
in the program. Without you, the children would not have had the
opportunity to learn about God this year.
Thank you again for your service and start asking God now for
His direction in reaching children next year.
The WELL Program

