Blended Sunday service continues at
9:30 a.m. Masks required. Come join us.
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Michael Smith

The Message

Thank you Church Family and
Pastor Roger for all the prayers during
my surgery and recovery. The kind
words and cards mean a lot. Each
day gets a little better.
Your thoughtfulness and prayers mean a lot and are greatly appreciated,
Thank you,
Curtis (and Helen) Sharp

Lay Leader
Gary Clower
Administrative Assistant
Sharon Pilant
Church Custodian
Francisco Parada
Chancel Choir Director
Debbie Bailey
Pianist
Donna Talley
Bell Choir
Dana Parker
Preschool Director
Sherrill McPherson
Preschool Teachers
Jana Pahukoa
Debra Chancellor
Joni Clark
Tammy Woodruff
Casey Summerlin
Nursery Attendants
Linda Brandon
Saige Groom

“Just as each of us has one
body with many members,
and these members do not
all have the same function,
so in Christ we who are
many form one body, and
each member belongs to all
the others.

UMC Family,
Thank you so much for your
generosity in sharing the sanitizer
stations with us for a few weeks! It is
wonderful to have great neighbors
and be able to work together with our
brothers and sisters in Christ!
We pray your first Sunday back
will be fruitful and a joyful experience
after so many weeks of being apart,

Prayer Concerns

Since we have been away
from a written prayer
concern list for nearly
three months we will
need to re-establish our
list of concerns.
If you wish you can email
it to the church, pryorfumc@sbcglobal.net or
call the Church Office at
918-825-0346.

Blessings,
Your “cousins” at First Church of God

Our “big” kids enjoying children’s moments
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“Being the Church”
I want to begin by saying thank you to everyone for using “best-practices”
these past 3 Sundays as we relaunch the ministry of our church. You all have been
wearing masks, cleaning up after worship, and cleaning up after Sunday school too!
Thank you for taking the responsibility upon yourselves.
As I have reflected on the Corona pandemic, I have discovered something
important about the church. In order to fight the pandemic, we have had to cooperate with and adapt
to the CDC guidelines. What has made this world safer, at least until a vaccine is developed, is everyone taking the responsibility upon themselves to be healthy and keep others healthy.

Let me say that again. It is up to us to be healthy and stay healthy!
And isn’t that true in the church? When we are called to make disciples, doesn’t it take each
one of us, doing our part and working together to make it happen? So many times, people talk in the
3rd person plural about the church. It’s “them”, who are not doing their work or causing problems,
we say. It’s them who made decisions that we don’t agree with and with which we feel powerless to
change.
Brothers and sisters, them is us! I am the church. You are the church. We are the church together, as one of hymns so simply and yet so profoundly states! We are not just asked by God, but
called by God to serve others and work together, so that the Kingdom of God might come.

Let’s be thinking about that as we begin our ministry again. What does that mean for each of us
as followers and for us together as we try to be the church? What can we do to be the body of Christ
whose purpose is to make disciples for the transformation of the world? For when we work together,
we can save lives!
In Christ’s footsteps we walk,
Pastor Roger

Applications available at the church or online at
pryorfirstmethodist.org
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Product of Protest
If you claim to be a Christian, if you claim to be American then you are a product of protest. The Bible is full of stor ies of protest and I will be shar ing just a couple. We tend
to feel anxiety, fear and anger when we hear there is a protest. With everything else going
on lately it has heighten those levels of emotions. You might be someone who sees there
is a wrong and injustice and want to join, or you might be someone who does not understand the cause or reason behind it and become annoyed it is happening.
Protest usually is a response to someone or a group feeling oppressed. Protest can be
peaceful and some can lead to violence. I am not one who wishes violence or encourages
it, but unfortunately changes or response to a protest don’t usually happen without them.
It’s a cringe worthy and sad truth.
Exodus 1: 8-16
Now a new king came to power in Egypt who didn’t know Joseph. He said to his people, “The Israelite people are now larger in number and stronger than we are. Come
on, let’s be smart and deal with them. Otherwise, they will only grow in number. And if
war breaks out, they will join our enemies, fight against us, and then escape from the
land.”
As a result, the Egyptians put foremen of forced work gangs over the Israelites to harass them with hard work. But the more they were oppressed, the more they grew and
spread, so much so that the Egyptians started to look at the Israelites with disgust and
dread. So the Egyptians enslaved the Israelites. They made their lives miserable with
hard labor, making mortar and bricks, doing field work, and by forcing them to do all
kinds of other cruel work.
The king of Egypt spoke to two Hebrew midwives named Shiphrah and Puah “When
you are helping the Hebrew women give birth and you see the baby being born, if it’s a
boy, kill him.”
The Book of Exodus starts with the Israelites being oppressed by the new king. Years after Joseph had rose to become the second of command in Egypt as an Israelite, his people
have now become second class citizens and slaves. Then comes along this guy you might
have heard of, Moses. He helps lead the Israelites to protest against the Egyptians and
their King.
Now let’s jump to the New Testament. When we read the stories of Jesus we see that Jesus’s life is all about protest. Through His preaching and stories he goes against the local
government and religious leaders. So much that they have him arrested and crucified.
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Luke 23: 13-19
Then Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the people. He said to
them, “You brought this man before me as one who was misleading the people. I
have questioned him in your presence and found nothing in this man’s conduct that
provides a legal basis for the charges you have brought against him. Neither did Herod, because Herod returned him to us. He’s done nothing that deserves death. Therefore, I’ll have him whipped, then let him go.” But with one voice they shouted,
“Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us.” (Barabbas had been thrown into
prison because of a riot that had occurred in the city, and for murder.)
There are many more stories in the bible about rising up, standing firm on beliefs, and
of people being murdered because of oppression. To be a Christian means you are product of protest.
July 4, 1776 – We celebrate this day as the moment we became an independent nation.
We became the United States of America, no longer under the ruling of the British. To
get to this point we need to go back a few years before.
The British parliament and King were passing rules and taxes for the new American
colonies, but we did not have a say in any of it. The American Colonial people felt we
should have representatives in the parliament. A new tax on tea coming into the ports
became the moment the people said, enough is enough, and began to protest against
what was seen as oppression by England.
Throughout the next 200 plus years we have been shaped as a nation with people rising
up, standing firm on beliefs, and of people being murdered because of oppression. To
be American means you are a product of protest.

As I wrap up this article I can’t help but think of post from a friend of mine who is a
minister. He said while he was in seminary school he had a teacher who brought up
some of the stories like the Israelites in Egypt and the religious leaders upset with Jesus. The teacher stated that when we read these stories, we naturally place ourselves in
the place of those being oppressed. What if we place ourselves on the other side of the
situation? What if we are the ones doing the oppressing? What can we learn from these
stories from the other side?
Michael Smith

Youth Pastor
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Santa visiting
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Pastor Roger
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Maggie Horstman Lee Adams
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