During the month of December our
Preschool collected 100 jars of
peanut butter and jelly to donate to
the Pryor Ministry Center
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NEWS FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
The response to the Special Financial Drive in December was fantastic. You have again demonstrated that this is certainly a giving and successful church. The Finance Committee appreciates
your willingness to provide funding for the many activities of the church.
The average monthly income for the first eleven months of the year was $27,414. The income for
December was $63,213. This $35,799 increase allowed us to successfully finish the year.
The Finance Committee sincerely thanks you for your financial support for the year. It was truly
a difficult year due to Covid 19, but your willingness to provide the necessary financial support
was great.
Thank you,
Dr. Larry Burdick
Finance Chair
In the words of the Apostle Paul, the United Methodist Men’s Fellowship of Pryor First United
Methodist Church extend warm heartfelt greetings for the New Year 2021:
“Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
And we share a message from Dr. Charles Stanley:
Aren’t you thankful to live under grace?
At one time, God’s people lived under His law. And none of them could keep it. But when Jesus

came, He kept the law for us, fulfilling it on our behalf. In that way, He succeeded in breaking its hold
over us. Scripture says He “canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us
and condemned us” (Col. 2:14 NIV). When you were joined to Him by faith, that freedom became
yours. Being under grace means keeping an even higher standard: the law of Christ. But God gave
you a new heart that can do it with joy, and He also gave His Spirit – a Helper who’s with you every
moment.

Call on Him daily. As you walk in His grace, you’ll be amazed by all He can do.
Happy New Year!

E3 Youth Happenings:
Sunday, February 7th—Super Bowl Watch at the youth house. 5-9
Sunday, February 28—Paintball Land—time to be announced
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A Moment When God Becomes Real
“The Word became flesh and made his home among us.” (John 1:14).
How many times have we heard this scripture verse from the
Prologue of the Gospel of John? But if we read further, it tells us in verse 18:
“No one has ever seen God. God the only Son, who is at the Father’s side, has made God
known.”
I think this means that no one had ever seen God until Jesus was born in this world.
God’s people had heard from God and experienced God’s presence before Jesus came, but it
was the first time that we had God in the form of a human being. The beauty of this was that
God was now speaking to us and was
present with us in the life, teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus. In other words, God was
real!
But there’s something more. Since the Word became flesh and blood, we can know God
in the life we live. God comes to us in blessings, friends, and answers to prayer. But that’s not
all. Surprisingly, God comes to us in problems, challenges, and while we are waiting for prayers to be answered. It is this second group of life experiences that I want to highlight, because
many times, we don’t believe God is with us during those moments..
God can be with us when we are sad over the loss of a friend or loved one, because
even Jesus wept uncontrollably at the death of his friend Lazarus. God can be with us when
someone has stabbed us in the back, because even Jesus was betrayed by one of his closest
followers. God can be with us when others speak poorly of us because even Jesus was misunderstood and ridiculed by people who knew him since birth.
Let’s don’t wait for problems and despair to pass in our lives to see that our suffering is
the place where the light of God shines through! By the grace of God, let’s remember that God
is trying to work in our isolation and despair. After all, in Jesus’ death, there was a resurrection!
And let’s keep that hope in our hearts and look for the God who can be real in our lives.
In Christ’s footsteps we walk,
Pastor Roger

Dear Friends at Pryor UMC
Thank you for your gift to OCU in December, 2020. We appreciate your
support and generosity.
Blessings,
University Church Relations Team

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Don Brown
Nancy Davis

2

3
Kathy Mitchell

4

5

6

7
Pete Bagent

8
Cindy Foreman

9

10
Linda Ball

11
Leon Pilant

12

13

14

15

16
Fred Sprang

17

18

19

20
Connie Melton
Mildred Stott
Susan Osland

21
Curtis Sharp

22

23

24
Steve Chase

25

26
Jean Son
Bryan Pahukoa

27

Dean Roberrtson

Barbara Dickinson

28

Kenny Hauenstein
Barbara Patterson

April Hauenstein

Bill Prentice
Gracyn Rains
Matt Ray

Sun

Wed

Thu

1
2
8:45 Preschool 8:45 Preschool
6:00 Cub Scouts
7:00 Scouts

3
8:45 Preschool
WELL on the
Web

4
8:45 Preschool

5

6

7
9:30 Worship
10:45 Sunday
School
5-7 Youth

8
9
8:45 Preschool 8:45 Preschool
6:00 Cub Scouts
7:00 Scouts

10
8:45 Preschool
WELL on the
Web

11
8:45 Preschool

12

13

14
9:30 Worship
10:45 Sunday
School
5-7 Youth

15
16
8:45 Preschool 8:45 Preschool
6:00 Cub Scouts
7:00 Scouts

17
8:45 Preschool
WELL on the
Web

18
8:45 Preschool

19

20

21
9:30 Worship
10:45 Sunday
School
5-7 Youth

22
23
8:45 Preschool 8:45 Preschool
6:00 Cub Scouts
7:00 Scouts

24
8:45 Preschool
WELL on the
Web

25
8:45 Preschool

26

27

28
9:30 Worship
10:45 Sunday
School
5-7 Youth

Mon

Tue

Fri

Sat

The United Methodist Men are still around and continue to help people. Over the past several months,
we have sent funds to:
Pryor Ministries Center to purchase hams/turkeys to be distributed to needy folks during
Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons;
Cub Scout Pack 83 (which we sponsor) to recharter the Pack (which includes registration
for several Cubs and adult leaders);
Family Camp fees for several of our church families at Camp Egan during the summer
The UMM received a generous donation from Jean Son with the help of her neighbors
from a garage sale. Just recently, we received a very generous donation of several thousand dollars from an anonymous benefactor. Due to the pandemic, we were unable to
have our annual garage sale. So, this kind donation restocked our treasury so we can
continue to help people.
Hopefully, we will be able to get back to our first-Saturday-of-the-month fellowship breakfasts sooner than
later. Let’s continue to pray for an end to this pandemic. In the words of the Apostle Paul, the United
Methodist Men’s Fellowship of Pryor First United Methodist Church extend warm heartfelt greetings for the New Year 2021:
“Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Ladies: If you have not received this survey, please fill out and return to Betty Prentice at 321 SE
6th, phone or text to 918.695.7745
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN MEMBERSHIP FORM
The organized unit of UNITED METHODIST WOMEN shall be a community of women whose PURPOSE
is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive
fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.

I want to be counted as a member of United Methodist Women____
I will support Pryor UMW by my attendance at meetings [as able] ___
I will support Pryor UMW by helping in projects as I can [Rotary, etc.] ___
I will support Pryor UMW by my gift of money [pledge] ___ [you decide how much]
I will support Pryor UMW by praying for the work of UMW ___
[Any of these enables you to be a member of Pryor’s United Methodist Women]
Your name

Thank you MESTA for
volunteering to give Santa a
ride to the PreSchool.

Pryor Firs Church
400 E. Graham / P. O. Box 67
Pryor Creek, OK
74362-0067

Building God’s Kingdom by Being Christ’s Disciples”

STAFF
Pastor
Roger Parker
Youth Director
Michael Smith
Lay Leader
Gary Clower
Administrative Assistant
Sharon Pilant
Church Custodian
Francisco Parada
Chancel Choir Director
Debbie Bailey
Pianist
Donna Talley
Bell Choir
Dana Parker
Preschool Director
Sherrill McPherson
Preschool Teachers
Jana Pahukoa
Debra Chancellor
Joni Clark
Tammy Woodruff
Casey Summerlin
Nursery Attendants
Linda Brandon
Saige Groom

“Just as each of us has one
body with many members, and
these members do not all have
the same function, so in Christ
we who are many form one
body, and each member belongs
to all the others.
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